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BESS THE BOOK BUS JOINS TRANSITIONS OPTICAL AND VSP VISION CARE TO 

BRING HEALTHY SIGHT TO CAMDEN BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS
Mobile Literacy Unit and Mobile Eyecare Clinic Provide Books and Free Eyecare and Eyewear 
to Local Children in the Camden Community
PINELLAS PARK, Fla., August 12, 2010 – “Bess the Book Bus,” a mobile literacy unit and outreach program, joined with Transitions Optical and VSP® Vision Care today to distribute free books and provide two days of comprehensive eye exams and complimentary eyewear to children in need at two Camden-area Boys and Girls Clubs.  The Book Bus and a state-of-the-art 45-foot mobile eyecare clinic, nicknamed “Eyenstein,” developed by Transitions and VSP will be at the Parkside Clubhouse location today, August 12th. Children at the East Camden location will receive vouchers on Friday, August 13th for free eye exams and eyewear from local VSP eye doctors.
Children from both the Parkside Clubhouse and East Camden Clubhouse Boys and Girls Clubs will receive new books, donated by Camden-based Townsend Press, from Bess the Book Bus.  Founded by Tampa, Florida native Jennifer Frances, Bess the Book Bus has traveled across the country and visited numerous communities in need to provide important resources to help children become enthusiastic lifelong readers and educate families about the connection between healthy vision and reading.  

“During my visits to schools and community centers, I have witnessed first-hand the frustrations children experience when they have to squint or can’t read or see clearly,” said Jennifer Frances, founder, Bess the Book Bus.  “Transitions recently sponsored my multi-city tour across the United States, and I am thrilled to continue that partnership here in Camden, along with VSP, to provide these kids with the tools they need to develop a love for reading.”

In addition to taking home new books, children from both Boys and Girls Clubs were pre-selected to receive complete eye exams by local VSP doctors.  Those children requiring prescription lenses will have the opportunity to select eyeglass frames of their choice fitted with customized Transitions® lenses to help them experience comfortable, quality vision in preparation for the start of a brand new school year. 
“Transitions and VSP all have a strong commitment to supporting the community and helping people see better,” said Connie Vavricek, industry outreach manager, VSP Vision Care. “By leveraging the strength of our organizations, and in partnership with our 27,000 private practice eye doctors, we are able to extend our reach even further to help more people in need.”

-more-
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“Those of us at the Boys and Girls Club of Camden County are thrilled that Transitions and VSP have made it possible for the mobile clinic and Bess the Book Bus to visit us,” said Stacey Palma, youth development director, Boys and Girls Club of Camden County.  “This is a wonderful opportunity for our kids to get their eyes examined and experience what is in many cases the ability to see clearly for the first time.  With this generous gift of new eyeglasses and books, we feel that this will provide our children with a strong foundation to begin the school year.”

To learn more about healthy sight and to find an eyecare professional near you, visit www.Transitions.com. For more information about the Transitions/VSP Mobile Eyes program, visit www.vsp.com/community. 
NOTE:  Phone interviews with key spokespersons will be available upon request.  For high-resolution images, please contact Gina Villani at gina.villani@bm.com. 

About the Transitions/VSP Mobile Eyes Clinic
Since inception, the VSP Mobile Eyes® program has had over 500 VSP doctors volunteer their time participating in 234 events and helping more than 27,500 people see more clearly.  What started as an extension of relief efforts following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005, the program features two mobile eyecare clinics, each with two comprehensive exam rooms and full eyeglass dispensaries, which respond to disasters and assist people in need in communities throughout the U.S.  In the first two quarters of 2010, the VSP Mobile eyes program, in partnership with their network doctors, provided outreach to close to 7,000 low-income, uninsured and underinsured individuals and families from California to Florida.  In March 2010, Transitions Optical partnered with VSP Global to introduce the third clinic in the Mobile Eyes fleet, which has the unique feature of a finishing lab featuring full-service lens finishing equipment, providing patients with eyeglasses on-site. 

About Bess the Book Bus
Founded solely by Frances in 2004, Bess the Book Bus began visiting schools, shelters and after-school programs in the Tampa area to distribute children’s books and host readings for underprivileged children.  Since then, Frances’s efforts have expanded, servicing more than 200 children and adults in need each week to promote literacy.  Frances gives almost 40,000 new books each year to schools, community centers and shelters, and her program continues to grow as Frances prepares for the second half of her 2010 multi-city tour.  For more information about the program, visit www.bessthebookbus.org.
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