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Transitions optical with key industry partners AND bess the book bus bring healthy sight into focus at west shore elementary
Students Receive Free Eyecare and Eyewear to Help Prepare for Success in the Classroom
 Event marks kick-off of partnership between Transitions and Jennifer Frances/Bess the Book Bus
 to raise awareness locally and around the country for healthy sight and its connection to learning

PINELLAS PARK, Fla., September 22, 2009 – Transitions Optical, along with Tampa native Jennifer Frances and her mobile literacy program, “Bess the Book Bus,” will visit West Shore Elementary this week to provide nearly 400 students with free eye evaluations and if required, prescription eyewear fitted with Transitions® lenses to help them see and perform better in and outside the classroom.
“I am so grateful to have been approached by Transitions Optical, headquartered right here in Pinellas Park, to partner with them to raise awareness about the importance of healthy sight and the impact it has on reading and learning,” said Jennifer Frances.  “During my visits to schools, shelters and community programs, I often notice children squinting while reading and see the frustration it causes.  Together with Transitions, we will be able to make an even greater impact – educating more families and providing important resources to help children become enthusiastic lifelong readers and to set them up for success for many years to come.”   
The evaluation process for students grades K-5 will include eye screenings, provided by Prevent Blindness Florida, and those students who fail the screenings will be given comprehensive examinations in the VSP Mobile Eyes® clinic, staffed by local InnoVision eye doctors and VSP® Vision Care representatives.  For students requiring prescription lenses, VSP and Transitions Optical will provide the students with complimentary eyewear fitted with Transitions lenses.  In addition to the complimentary eyecare and eyewear, all students will have the opportunity to climb aboard Bess the Book Bus to choose a new book to take home. 
“Jennifer’s mission of promoting literacy is critical, as studies show that 80 percent of a child’s learning is visual – and what many don’t realize – is that one in four children have an undiagnosed vision problem that can interfere with their ability to learn,” said Connie Falvo, Transitions Optical’s director of external affairs.  “On behalf of the entire optical industry and with a tremendous amount of gratitude to our partners at Prevent Blindness Florida, VSP and InnoVision, it gives us great pleasure to be able to make a difference at West Shore Elementary and in our local community.  We are committed to furthering this momentum to help families around the country understand the value and proper steps to ensure healthy sight.”  

- more -
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“All of us at West Shore are tremendously thankful for the opportunity that Transitions, its partners, and Jennifer Frances have given to our students and their families,” said Elizabeth Wagner, principal, West Shore Elementary.  “I’ve seen first-hand the impact that vision can have on a child’s ability to learn.  We can’t wait to see the reaction the children have when they receive their new eyeglasses.  I suspect many of them will be able to see the world more clearly and may even experience a boost in their confidence within the classroom.”
In addition to Transitions’ support of West Shore Elementary, the company will continue to partner with Frances during her 2010 multi-city tour to bring healthy sight to even more children in need.
To learn more about healthy sight and to find an eyecare professional near you, visit www.Transitions.com.  For more information about Frances’s mobile literacy program, visit www.bessthebookbus.org.  For more information about the VSP Mobile Eyes program, visit www.vsp.com/community.  
NOTE:  Phone interviews with key spokespersons will be available upon request.  For high-resolution images, please contact Rachel Hopkins at rachel.hopkins@bm.com. 
About Transitions Optical, Inc. 
Transitions Optical is a joint venture of PPG Industries, Inc. and Essilor International.  The first to successfully commercialize a plastic photochromic lens in 1990, today the company is a leading provider of photochromics to optical manufacturers worldwide.  Transitions Optical offers the most advanced photochromic technology in the widest selection of lens designs, materials and brand names. 

Transitions® lenses are the ideal everyday choice for healthy sight.  They are clear indoors and at night.  Outdoors, they automatically darken as light conditions change.  Transitions lenses provide visual comfort, and enhance visual quality by reducing glare and enhancing contrast, helping you to see better today.  Transitions lenses block 100 percent of harmful UVA and UVB rays – helping to protect the health and wellness of your eyes – so you can see better tomorrow as well. 

For more information about the company and Transitions lenses, the first to earn the American Optometric Association’s Seal of Acceptance for Ultraviolet Absorbers/Blockers, visit Transitions.com or contact Transitions Optical Customer Service at (800) 848-1506 (United States) or (877) 254-2590 (Canada).
About Bess the Book Bus
Founded solely by Frances in 2004, Bess the Book Bus began visiting schools, shelters and after-school programs in the Tampa area to distribute children’s books and host readings for underprivileged children.  Since then, Frances’s efforts have expanded, servicing more than 200 children and adults in need each week to promote literacy.  Frances gives almost 40,000 new books each year to schools, community centers and shelters, and her program continues to grow as Frances prepares for another multi-city tour in 2010.  For more information about the program, visit bessthebookbus.org. 
About VSP GlobalSM 
VSP GlobalSM includes VSP Vision Care, the largest not-for-profit vision benefits and services company in the United States with 55 million members; Marchon® Eyewear Inc., one of the world's largest manufacturers, designers and distributors of quality fashion and technologically-advanced eyewear and sunwear; Eyefinity®/Officemate® which offer innovative solutions and the premier management software and technology to improve overall practice management and patient experience; VSP Labs, industry leaders in new technologies, production processes, service and logistics. 

Since 1997, VSP has provided more than 529,500 low-income, uninsured children with free eyecare. Through relationships including those with the American Diabetes Association and Prevent Blindness America, VSP promotes the importance of annual eye exams for maintaining eye health and overall wellness. 
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